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Report Highlights: 
The US and EU have agreed on modifications to the EU's import regime for brown rice.  
Should EU imports of brown rice remain similar to historical levels, the import tariff will be 
cut from EUR 65 (per metric ton) to EUR 42.5.  If trade levels drop then the tariff will be 
lowered to EUR 30.  Should there be a substantial increase in EU imports then the tariff could 
revert to the current EUR 65.  EU import levels will be assessed once every six months in 
March and September.  The EU still has to approve the agreement for it to enter into force.  
USTR expects the agreement to enter into force retroactively on March 1, 2005. 
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

The US and EU have agreed on modifications to the EU's import regime for brown rice.  
Should EU imports of brown rice remain similar to historical levels, the import tariff will be 
cut from EUR 65 (per metric ton) to EUR 42.5.  If trade levels drop then the tariff will be 
lowered to EUR 30.  Should there be a substantial increase in EU imports then the tariff could 
revert to the current EUR 65 per metric ton import duty.   
 
EU import levels will be assessed once every six months in March and September.  The EU 
still has to approve the agreement for it to enter into force.  USTR expects the agreement to 
enter into force retroactively on March 1, 2005. 
 
US Trade Representative Press Release: United States and Europe Reach Agreement on US 
Rice Exports1 
 
USA Rice Federation Press Release: U.S.-EU Rice Deal Preserves Access for U.S. Brown Rice; 
Agreement Forestalls U.S. Retaliation and Trade Disruption2 
 
European Commission Press Release:  EU and US agree on new rice import regime 3 
 
 
Visit our website: our website www.useu.be/agri/usda.html provides a broad range of 
useful information on EU import rules, agricultural and trade policy, as well as allowing easy 
access to USEU reports, trade and other practical information.  
E-mail: AgUSEUBrussels@usda.gov 
 
Related reports from USEU Brussels: 
 

Report 
Number 

Title Date Released 

E35038 Commission 2005 Work Program 3/1/05 

E35037 EC Dairy Management Committee lowers 
Private Storage Aid and Export Refunds 02/25/05 

E35036 Commission proposes new tariffs for 
bananas 02/25/05 

E35035 Cotton Policies in the European Union 02/25/05 
E35034 What happened during the Fischler era? 02/25/05 

E35033 Caribbean ACPs to intensify lobbying on EU 
sugar reform plans 2/24/05 

E35032 EU sugar intervention used for first time in 
20 years 

2/24/05 

These reports can be accessed through our website www.useu.be/agri or through 
the FAS website http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/attacherep/default.asp. 

 

                                        
1 
http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Press_Releases/2005/February/United_States_Europe_Reach_
Agreement_on_U.S._Rice_Exports_Exping_U.S._Access_to_European_Markets.html 
2 http://www.usarice.com/news/news_detail.cgi/113/5 
3 
http://europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/05/226&format=HTML&aged=0&langu
age=EN&guiLanguage=en 


